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CIRCULAR

Sub:- Orientation and awareness to the school children on Dog bite & rabies on the
occasion of World Rabies Day (28t - September, 2024).

Rabies, a deadly viral disease transmitted through the bite of an infected animal,
continues to pose a serious public health threat in many regions. Alarmingly, there has
been a rise in dog bite incidents, especially among school-going children. Many of our
students are unaware of the correct procedures to follow when confronted by stray or
unfamiliar dogs, leaving them vulnerable. Considering the risks, it is crucial that we take
active steps to break the boundaries of ignorance by educating children on proper dog
bite protocols.

In this regard it has been requested that, all the HoS’s of Govt., Govt. Aided and Pvt.
Unaided Recognized Schools, be directed to create awareness among all school children
regarding dog bite protocols during school assembly time and display IEC material at
prominent places on World Rabies Day, which is observed on 28t September each year.
These awareness sessions could address essential topics such as:

How to approach and behave around unfamiliar dogs.
What to do in case of a dog approaching them aggressively.

Appropriate actions to take if bitten or threatened by a dog.
How to identify and report stray or potentially dangerous dogs at their
neighborhoods.
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By incorporating this important topic into school assemblies, we can ensure that all
students, regardless of their socio-economic background, have access to this critical
information. It will not only enhance their safety but also promote responsible behavior
around animals.

The IEC material for Rabies & Dog bite protocols may be downloaded from given link.

https://drive.qooqle.com/drive/u/O/folders/1 eivt5i89LdeuOL46MZQPP30kOqSIaJ D /

7N
Dr. Ani at

DDE (School)
All Heads of Govt. /Govt. Aided/ Pvt. Unaided Recognized Schools under the
Directorate of Education through DEL-E.
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This issues with the prior approval of Competent Authority.

No. DE.23 (386)/Sch.Br./SHP/2024-25/ Q\-36 Dated: D 6. Q9. 24
Copy to:-'
1. PA to Director (Education)
2.PA to Addl. DE (Schools)
3. Joint Director & Head (NCDC)
4.DDE (District & Zones) for compliance.
5.Programmer (MIS) for uploading on MIS
6.Guard File
Vandana Agarwal
OSD (Health)
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‘National Rabies Control Program’ 2 ea

Centre for One Health
National Centre for Disease Control, MoHFW, Delhi

Dog Bite Protocols for Schoolchildren

1.

Do not try to pet or touch the dog, especially if you don't know the dog or its
temperament.

If the dog loses interest or backs away, you can slowly and cautiously back
away from the dog. Keep facing the dog but avoid turning your back on it.
If a dog bites you, try to stay as calm as possible. Avoid screaming or making
loud noises, as this can startle the dog further.

Stand still like a tree with your arms at your sides. Avoid making sudden
movements or running away, as this can trigger the dog's chase instinct.

. Do not make direct eye contact with the dog, as some dogs may interpret this

as a threat or challenge.

Shouting or yelling can agitate the dog further. Speak softly and calmly if you
need to communicate with others nearby.

Always ask for permission with the dog owner, parents before approaching
or petting a dog, especially if it's a dog they don't know.

Avoid Disturbing Dogs that are eating or sleeping

Protect Your Face and Neck: If the dog is jumping or lunging, protect your
face and neck by keeping your hands and arms close to your body.

10. If you have been bitten and there is an open wound, wash it gently with

soap and warm water for at least five minutes. This helps reduce the risk of
infection.

11. After the dog has moved away, find an adult you trust and inform them

about the situation. They can help you with any injuries and report the
incident to the dog's owner or local authorities if necessary.

12. Even if the bite seems minor, it's important to seek medical attention. Dog

bites can lead to infections and other complications.

13. Always tell your parents, teachers and elders if any dog has scratched you

or bitten you.
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